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First 5 Plumas 
Plumas County Children and Families Commission 

Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 11, 2014 

 
Courthouse Annex 

Department of Social Services, 2nd Floor 
Quincy, CA 95971  

 
 

 
I.   Roll Call: 
 
Chairperson Carol Burney called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Commissioner’s and 
staff introduced themselves.  
 
Commissioners Present: Chairperson Carol Burney, Lori Simpson, Elliott Smart, Merle 
Rusky, Colleen Kroll, and Joyce Scroggs 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Mimi Hall and Joanne Burgueno 
 
Staff Present:  Ellen Vieira, Executive Director 
 
II. Approval of the May 14, 2014 Meeting Minutes: 
 
Discussion:  Chairperson Burney stated that last month (May 14th) the Commission added 
an agenda item during the meeting.  She said that adding an agenda item on the day of the 
meeting is not normally done and it will not be done in the future unless the item is very 
urgent and has an immediate impact on children and families.  
 
Commissioner Smart noted that when the Commission placed the item Mental Health on 
the agenda and took action, he felt the meeting minutes should reflect the action taken.   
 
He also noted that there is a process in place for the Commission to make a 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors for membership on the Mental Health 
Commission.  Commissioner Smart directed Ellen to place the item on the September 2014 
Commission agenda. 
 
Commissioner Rusky commented that she is currently a member of the Mental Health 
Commission on behalf of Head Start and she advocates for all children 0-5 when the 
opportunity arises during the meetings.   
 
 
 
Motion:  Commissioner Smart made a motion to approve the minutes of May 14, 2014 as 
amended. Commissioner Scroggs seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.    
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III. Fiscal Items-The Commission took Action on the following budget items: 
     a. Projected Expenditure Report FY 2013-2014 
 
         Director Vieira reported that 98.1% of the FY 2013-2014 budget of $316,224 is  
         projected to be expended. The year-to-date revenues received for fiscal year 13-14 
         are $292,922 including the interest received, which is $1,000. 
 
          Director Vieira also reported on the following budget expenditures FY 13-14 by Cost 
          Allocation:  1) 16% of the estimated expenditures went to Administration for a total of  
          $51,745 2) 71% expended on Program totaled $224,496, and 3) 11% expended on  
          Evaluation costs in the amount of $33,869 for a total of 100% of the estimated  
          expenditures.  She also reported that the Commission will receive the “Actual 
          Expenditure Report” in September 2014.  
 
          Other expenditures approved directly by the Executive Director from line item Special 
          Department Outreach will be reported to the Commission in September 2014.  
 
          Motion:  Commissioner Smart moved to Accept the Projected Expenditure Report,  
          FY 2013-2014.  Commissioner Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried  
         unanimously.  
 

     b. Proposed Budget Package FY 2014-2015 
 

Director Vieira presented the Proposed Budget Package in the amount of $316,224, 
which included:  1) Budget Narrative, 2) Budget Calendar, 3) Five-Year Financial Plan, 
4) Budget by Cost Allocation, 5) Projected Budgets FY’s 2011-2018  
 
Director Vieira explained that the proposed budget in the amount of $316,224 is a 
$46,937 increase from the FY 2013-2014 budget of $316,224 and is $3,839 below the 
projected revenues of $366,000 for next year.  Ellen noted that the increase in the 
budget is a result of the State Commission’s base allocation to small counties.   
 
A review of the Projected Budget through 2017-2018 shows that the county trust fund 
has a beginning balance of $430,015 FY 2012-2013 and an actual ending fund 
balance of $437,191 FY 2012-2013.      
 
The budget presented by cost allocation includes: 1) 18% or $59,575 projected to be 
spent on Administration, 2) 72% or $269,029 to be spent on Program, and 3) 10% or 
$33,557 to be spent on Evaluation for 100% of the total projected expenditures.   
 
Under Service Agreement Contracts, Director Vieira noted that each of the contracts 
would be funded at the same level as last year for a total of $190,500.   
 
 
Director Vieira stated that $35,000 has been set aside for mental health services.  She 
reminded the Commission that the State Commission expects the small counties to 
spend their annual augmentation funds.   
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MOTION:  Commissioner Smart made a motion to approve the FY 2014-2015 Budget 
in the amount of $362,161. Commissioner Rusky seconded the motion. Motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Discussion: Commissioner Scroggs requested that the funds set aside for “mental 
health services” simply state “program services”.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Smart made a motion to approve the budget with the set 
aside amendment.  Commissioner Rusky seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
After the vote, Commissioner Scroggs noticed that the service agreement contract 
PUSDKRU is actually $7,000 and the amount listed is $6,000. 

 
        MOTION:  Commissioner Smart made a motion to approve the budget in the amount 

of $363,161 instead of $362,161 to correct the mistake.  Commissioner Simpson 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
 
IV. Public Comment-None  
 
V. Commission will consider the following Service Agreement Contracts FY 14-15 
 
     a. PCCFC14-15PUSDIS-$20,000 Early Intervention Services-Plumas Unified School 
          District 
 
     b. PCCFC14-15PUSDKRU-$7,000 Kindergarten Roundup Coordination-Plumas Unified 
         School District 
 

c. PCCFC14-15CM-$20,000 Program Evaluation Services-Minicucci Associates.  
 
d. PCCFC14-15SN-$5,000 to Smith and Newell Audit Firm for the FY 13-14 Audit 
  
e. PCCFC14-15RB-$2,000 First 5 Plumas web site, Robert Burney, Independent  

Contractor 
 
f. PCCFRC14-15RC-$25,000 Early Education Services-Roundhouse Council-Nonprofit   
 
g.   PCCFC14-15RPCPHA-DATA-$7,500-Plumas County Public Health Agency- 
      Confidential data entry for all First 5 Plumas funded programs.  

 
h.    PCCFC14-15JB-$25,000 to Jaye Bruce, Independent Contractor-Early Childhood 
     Development Services 
i. PCCFC14-15PCPHAHV-$80,000- Plumas County Public Health Agency-Home 

Visiting Program to serve families countywide who have children ages 0-5.  
 



                                      
 

Page 4 of 5 

 

Chairperson Burney left the room during the discussion and vote on items a and e 
above.  Vice Chairperson Kroll presided over the discussion and vote on items a and e.  
 
Motion: Commissioner Smart made a motion to approve items a. and e.  Commissioner 
Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried with Commissioner Burney 
abstaining from the discussion and vote.    
 
Motion:  Commissioner Scroggs made a motion to approve items b,c,d,f,g,h, and i.    
Commissioner Kroll seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
VI. Public Comment-None 
 
VIII. Reports 

a. The following items were reported on during the Director’s Report: 
 
1. Local Training plans 

Director Vieira reported that she is in contact with the Infant Development 
Association to bring Caring for Ones’s Self While Caring for Others. The one-day 
conference will be scheduled for October or early November 2014.   

 
2. Child Care Council and Advocacy Committee-Policy 

Director Vieira noted the Draft Advocacy Policy in the board packets.  The Child 
Care Planning Counsel will vote on the policy at its meeting on June 12th.   

 
3. Mental Health 

Ellen reported that she is in the process of collecting data from a variety of sources, 
including the Mental Health Department and the schools, on the status of mental 
health services for children ages 0-5 and their families.  

 
4. Audit FY 13-14 

The Commission’s audit will begin August 1st.  Ellen reported that she received a bid 
from Smith and Newell Audit Firm in the amount of $5,000, which is the same 
amount as last fiscal year.   

   
5. Update on SB 837 

SB 837, the Kindergarten Transition bill, is now only going to target low-income 4 
year olds.  If the bill passes, it is not known how it will impact local ECE programs. 

 
6. State Budget May Revise 

Director Vieira noted the Summary of the Governor’s Proposed Budget-May 
Revision.  While Brown’s plan adds an additional $1.2 billion for the Medi-Cal 
expansion, the Governor’s proposal would leave in place most of the cuts made 
during the recession, including the 10% Medi-Cal rate reduction.  California has one 
of the lowest reimbursement rates in the nation.  Currently nearly 30% of adults are 
covered by Medi-Cal and 50% of California’s children are eligible.   

 
7. First 5 Association-Advocacy 
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First 5 Plumas has signed on to the Association’s letter to the Chair of the 
Legislative Budget Conference Committee, Assembly Member Nancy Skinner.  The 
recommendations in the letter were developed by a collaboration of labor, business, 
provider, early education groups, and First 5 commissions.  It includes 
recommendations on provider reimbursement rates, child care slots, and quality 
child care through workforce development.  

 
8. State Commission Updates 

The State Commission has canceled its’ meeting on July 24th in Sacramento.   
 

9. Next Association meeting is in Sacramento on 7-23-14.   
 
 
b. Commissioner Reports:  Commissioner Smart reported that Ann Krinsky, the CPS 
supervisor has resigned and is moving out of the county.   The ideal candidate would have 
an MSW and Social Services is recruiting in Northern California.  
 
VIII. Program Development   

   
a. Department of Mental Health presentation by:  Shannon Harston, Children’s 

Program Chief.  Director Vieira introduced Shannon to the Commission. She 
provided an overview of the Mental Health Department.           

 
IX.  Public Comment: None 

  
X.   Next Meeting Dates: 
 
     July-No Meeting   August-No Meeting September 10, 2014  October 8, 2014 
 
    XI.      Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by Chairperson Burney at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Submitted by:  Ellen Vieira, Executive Director 
 


