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First 5 Plumas 
Plumas County Children and Families Commission 

Wednesday, March 11, 2015  
Health/Human Services Annex 

Social Services Conference Room 
270 Hospital Road 
Quincy, CA 95971 

 
MEETNG MINUTES 

 
Commission Meeting:  

 
1.      Roll Call: 

 
Chairperson, Carol Burney called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  
Commissioners, staff, grantees, and consultants introduced themselves.   
 
Commissioners Present:  Merle Rusky, Carol Burney, Lori Simpson, Joanne 

           Burgueno and Joyce Scroggs 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Colleen Kroll, Elliott Smart, and Mimi Hall  
 
Staff Present:  Ellen Vieira, Executive Director 
 
Consultant Present:  Cathy Minicucci, Evaluation Consultant 
 

2.   Approval of Meeting Minutes: January 14, 2015 
 

      Motion:  Commissioner Simpson made a motion to approve the minutes of 
     January 4, 2015 as presented. Commissioner Burgueno seconded the motion.  
      Motion carried with Commissioner Rusky abstaining.   

 
3.   Fiscal Items 

3a. Budget Calendar FY 2015-2016 
       
Discussion:  Director Vieira explained that the annual budget calendar is the first 
step in the budget process.  The calendar includes a timeline and who is  
responsible for the calendared budget activities.   
 
      Motion:  Commissioner Rusky made a motion to approve the Budget   
     Calendar FY 15-16.  Commissioner Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion  
     carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

           3b. Commission will take Action on a $3,360 contract augmentation to Minicucci 
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           Associates contract number PCCFC14-15CM.  The proposed contract  
           augmentation is for the evaluation of the First 5 Plumas mental health services  
           contract. 
 
                Motion:  Commissioner Rusky made a motion to approve the augmentation to  
                contract number PCCFC14-15CM in the amount of $3,360.  Commissioner 
                Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
           3c. Commission will discuss the designation of Medical Administrative Activities  
           (MAA) funds in the amount of $183,757.   
 
            DISCUSSION: Director Vieira explained that as of January 1, 2015 each  
            participant’s Time Study is now completed on-line.  Part of this transition from 
            paper to the on-line study, fiscal year’s 2010-2013 has been re-surveyed.  As a 
            result, the Commission will receive an additional $118,066.70 for fiscal year 14- 
            15.  In addition, the amount the Commission will receive FY 13-14 is $65,689 for  
            a total of $183,756.40.   
 
            Director Vieira will provide some recommendations in April or May for Action on a  
            budget plan for these unanticipated funds.          
 

4. Public Hearing-Statutory Compliance Items 
Commissioner Scroggs made a motion to open the Public Hearing-Motion 
Carried 

            
a. Commission will conduct a Public Hearing and take action on the annual 

review of the First 5 Plumas Strategic Plan FY 2011-2016.   
 
               Discussion: Director Vieira recommended no changes to the Strategic Plan FY 
               2011-2016. She noted that the Commission will have to make some changes to 
               the plan next fiscal year to reflect services provided from 2011-2016, including  
               the new mental health activities. The Commission will also have to decide if the 
               Home Visiting Initiative will continue for another five-year cycle.  
           
                MOTION on item 4 a:  Commissioner Rusky made a motion to approve  
               the Strategic Plan FY 11-16 with no changes. Commissioner Scroggs 
               seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously.                
  

b. Commission will take action on the annual review of First 5 California’s  
      Annual Report FY 13-14. 
 

               MOTION on item 4 b:  Commissioner Rusky made a motion to Accept First   
               5 California’s Annual Report FY 13-14.  Commissioner Scroggs seconded the 
               motion.  Motion carried unanimously.    
 
               Commissioner Scroggs made a motion to close the Public Hearing-Motion 
               Carried.      
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5. Public Comment:  None 
 
      6.   Reports   
 
          6a. Executive Director’s Report-The following items were reported on during the 
                Director’s Report. 
 

1 Child Abuse Prevention Council 
     The Children’s Fair is scheduled for Saturday, May 16th from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
      
     2.  Local Child Care Planning Council      
     The next LPC meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 12th from 3-5 pm. The 
      meeting is a follow-up to the needs assessment retreat in February.  The LPC is 
      looking into child care quality block grants from California Department of Education 
      and First 5 California. 

 
     3.  Quarterly grantee reports/invoices/data submission   
      All of the grantee reports have been submitted and reviewed.  All of the invoices 
      have been processed.       
 
     4.   Annual Form 700-Conflict of Interest 

 The annual 700 forms were provided for each of the commissioners.  The conflict of 
interest forms will be kept on file at the Health Department.  
 
5. Kindergarten Roundup Update 

    The KRU books for children transitioning to school have been ordered.     
 

6. Upcoming Trainings 
     A Home Visitation meeting is being scheduled on Thursday, April 23rd from 1-3pm. 
    Home visiting safety and mental health for the 0-5 will be presented by the First 5 
    grantees.  There is a mental health one-day training for Friday, March 26th in 
    Napa from 8-5.  The training focuses on newborn observation.   
 

7. State Budget FY 15-16 and Children 0-5 
     California’s revenues are up by about $9 million compared to previous years.  After 
     the Prop 98 allocation and the state’s “Rainy Day” fund under Prop 2 reserve, there is 
     a marginal amount of discretionary revenues left and the legislature is negotiating 
     how best to use it.  Most lawmakers agree that something needs to be done to 
     address California’s status as the state with the highest poverty rate in the nation.  8.9 
     million residents and 50% of the state’s births are Medi-Cal.   
    Bills to watch are SB 3 is a multi-year plan to raise the minimum wage to $13 an hour  
    in 2017. 
    AB 43 is a proposal to implement a state Earned Income Tax Credit, which would be 
    in addition to the federal tax credit. 
 
    Support for the early development of young children for fiscal year 15-16 budget  
    remains flat.  
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7. State Commission and Association Updates   
    The next state commission and association meetings are scheduled April 22nd and  
     23rd. Ellen reported that she participated on the Association’s Nomination Committee 
     in January.  
 

8. Juvenile Justice Commission:  In addition, Director Vieira reported that she was 
invited by Bill Powers, the Chair of the Juvenile Justice/Delinquency Prevention 
Commission to attend the March 5th meeting to report on the services provided to 
children ages 0-5 and their families/caregivers.  Bill is adding the First 5 Plumas 
prevention and home visitation services available to very young children to the 
Juvenile Justice Commission’s report to the Board of Supervisors.  

 
6b. Commissioner’s Report(s)   
   
      Commissioner Scroggs reported that she is resigning her membership on the  
      Commission. Everyone joined in to thank Joyce for her service to the Commission.  
 
      Commissioner Rusky reported that Chester State Preschool is open and currently  
      serves nine children.  The classroom can accommodate sixteen students, so there 
      are additional spots open.    
 
  7.   Program Development    
       a. Mid-year Program Evaluation Report FY 14-15 presented by:  Cathy Minicucci,  
           Evaluation Contractor.  
          Cathy presented a Power Point presentation.  The Power Point report is in the 
          board packets.   
 
Ms. Minicucci reported that the programs were able to meet many of its desired 
outcomes.  Those outcomes are:   
 
                   ● 88% of families engaged in home visiting, defined as families who 
                       participated in 4 or more home visits.   
                   ● Access to health care improved for participating families: access to dental  
                      insurance, having a medical home, obtaining well child care and obtaining 
                      preventive dental care improved.  
                   ● Family literacy practices improved 
                   ● Child development and knowledge of parenting improved for 70% of  
                      Clients 
                   ● Concrete support improved or remained high for 70% of clients 
                   ● Social-emotional support improved or remained high for 55% of clients 
 
Based on these outcomes, the following was recommended:  1. Continue program 
development on family literacy, 2. Enhance resources for Early Childhood Development 
Specialist due to high demand, 3. Enhance integration of Behavioral/Mental Health 
services with home visiting program, 4. Explore greater focus on the School Readiness 
with the 3-5 year olds.  
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The Midyear Evaluation Report FY 14-15 will be posted on the Commission’s web site at 
www.first5plumas.com 
  
Motion:  Commissioner Rusky made a motion to approve the Midyear Evaluation Report 
FY 14-15.  Commissioner Simpson seconded the motion.  Motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
 
8. Public Comment:  None 
  
9.  Next Meeting Dates                                                              DISCUSSION/ACTION 
 
DISCUSSION: 
Director Vieira noted that of late some Commissioners are having conflicts with the 
second Wednesday of the month meetings.  After discussion, it was decided to move the 
last three meetings to the fourth Wednesday of the month.  Ellen will send out an email 
to obtain feedback from the full Commission on these new dates and will post the new 
dates on the website by April 1st.   
 

     ◆ April 8, 2015 (Quincy)     ◆ May 13, 2015 (Quincy)     ◆ June 10, 2015 (Quincy)   
 
 
10.  Adjournment 
      Chairperson Burney adjourned the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Ellen Vieira, Executive Director 


